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character to the indulgence of their passions."
The same writer accuses Emerson of " playing
with pantheistic Mysticism of the Oriental type,"
and goes on to compare him with the Persian
Sufis on account of his self-deification. This
critic, in his desire to defame the Sufis, states
that they are among the most shocking and
blasphemous of the mystics, because they believe
that state is present with them even in their
earthly life. This, however, is no teaching of
the Sufis, and, rightly considered, we cannot even
except the sayings of Bayazid already referred
to, because here he undoubtedly denies all claim
to human personality, admitting God only.
$eZ/-deification is no teaching of the Sufis. As
the Buddhist's belief in Nirvana was a state only
to be reached by degrees, after much striving
and severe discipline, so was the fusion of the
Beloved and His lover a belief and a beautiful
hope far out on the spiritual horizon. Hadj
Khan, in his interesting book With the Pilgrims
to Mecca, briefly touches upon this sect and
mentions." seven stages " in the spiritual growth
of the Sufi, and not an arrogant proclamation
of Deity and man being coequal in the earthly
existence. The gradually ascending scale of the
Sufi's heaven is another point in favour of this
argument. "For the love that thou would'st
find demands the sacrifice of self to the end that ,
heart m.d,y be filled .with the passion, to stand